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4-H Family News

Dear Charlevoix County 4-H community,

It’s with a heavy heart that we have to announce the cancellation of the 
Boyne Area 4-H Soccer Spring 2026 season.

This decision was not made lightly. Our program has always been about 
more than just soccer — it’s about teamwork, growth, friendships, and 
giving kids a place to learn and have fun. Unfortunately, due to a lack of 
volunteers this season, we simply don’t have the support needed to 
safely and successfully run the program.

4-H thrives because of community involvement, and our coaches, 
organizers, and helpers are the backbone of everything we do. Without 
them, opportunities like this just aren’t possible.

We are incredibly grateful to those who have stepped up in the past and 
the few that were willing to try to make this spring season happen, you 
are what make this program so special, unfortunately, we need more 
folks. We truly hope this is just a pause, and we can find volunteers for 
Fall 2026 season. If you’ve ever considered volunteering, we would love 
to have you join us. Click APPLY on the link below to get started 
https://msu.samaritan.com/custom/502/volunteer_home

Thank you for your understanding and continued support 

Making the Best Better, Leah

UPCOMING IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER:

Animal Husbandry forms DUE Friday, MAY 1, 2026
Horse Membership Enrollment form DUE Friday, May 1, 2026
All Animal Science Forms Found on the link below:
https://www.canr.msu.edu/charlevoix/charlevoix_county_4_h_general_fo
rms/charlevoix_4_h_animal_science_forms

Take A Day On! Beaver Island: June 19, 2026

MSU Extension office CLOSED May 25, 2026 for Memorial Day

Leah LaVanway
4-H Coordinator
ljl4211@msu.edu
231-675-1375

319-B North Lake Street
Boyne City, Michigan
49712

(231) 582-6232
msue.charlevoix@county.msu.edu

https://www.canr.msu.edu/charlevoix/ch
arlevoix_county_4_h_general_forms/ge
neral-info

Charlevoix County

MAY 2026

Charlevoix 4-H Council Meeting – 6:30pm....................................Date: 05-04-2026
At Boyne City - Veterans Park Pavilion
Emmet-Charlevoix Market Livestock Meeting – 7:00pm..............Date: 05-18-2026
At Emmet County Fair Grounds – Community Center
Emmet-Charlevoix Horse Council Meeting – 7:00pm..................Date: 04-21-2026
At Emmet County Fair Grounds – Equestrian Center
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STATEWIDE CALENDAR OF EVENTS
May 4: Michigan 4-H Volunteer Webinar Series – Supporting Youth Entrepreneurs and Your Role 
in 4-H Animal Projects 
Online
Learn how to support youth in making smart decisions that lead to financial and personal growth using 
activities from MSU Extension’s Youth Business Guide to Success. Discover how you can mentor youth 
in goal setting, budgeting, marketing and record-keeping for real-world skills.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-volunteer-webinar-supporting-youth-entrepreneurs-your-role-
in-4-h-animal-projects 

May 5: Make the Most of Your Market Animal Project Webinar – Market Mastery
Online
Delve into the five Ps of marketing and explore strategies to elevate your outreach. Learn practical tools 
and techniques to promote projects successfully, enhance sales and build valuable industry connections.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/market-animal-project-webinar-5-5

May 12: Make the Most of Your Market Animal Project Webinar – Records to Riches
Online
Learn to keep track of what you spend and earn to make smart choices for market livestock projects. 
Equip youth with tools to track expenses, set goals and ensure projects are profitable and rewarding.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/market-animal-project-webinar5-12 

May 14: Online Parent Talk System Webinar Series
Online
A course for caregivers of toddlers to teens to improve communication and provide strategies for raising 
confident, caring, responsible children. Offered each Thursday from May 14 – June 18.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/the-parent-talk-system-series-may-june-2026

May 18: Adulting 101 Webinar – Cooking with Confidence
Online
Increase your confidence in the kitchen. From reading recipes to mastering kitchen terms, explore 
simple ways to get creative with ingredients and make tasty meals without stress or waste.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/cooking_with_confidence 

May 19: Make the Most of Your Market Animal Project – Pitch to Payment
Online
Communication and outreach are important methods to recruit buyers for market livestock projects. 
Discover how to use social media to promote your project, reach a wider audience and share progress.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/market-animal-project-webinar5-19 
June 6: Garden Geocache Event 
Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens, East Lansing
Cache veterans and new enthusiasts are welcome at this geocaching adventure. Bring your picnic lunch 
and enjoy a day of caching in the gardens.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/garden-geocache 

 

Creating Beyond-
Ready Youth 
Through 4-H 

Project Learning

4-H prepares youth for the 
world of work by engaging 
them in high quality, hands-on 
learning grounded in 
meaningful project content. 
When young people apply 
skills, solve real problems and 
reflect on their learning, they 
build confidence and 
readiness for future careers. 

4-H programs intentionally 
create these opportunities, 
helping youth practice 
communication, teamwork,
decision making and technical 
skills that transfer to real 
world settings. Some ways to 
deepen project work could 
include: adding real life tasks, 
inviting youth to demonstrate
mastery or guiding reflection 
that connects the activity to 
future workplace expectations. 
Every project meeting is a 
chance to help youth become 
Beyond Ready, capable, and 
confident. 

#BeyondReady
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STATEWIDE 4-H NEWS
Michigan 4-H license plate celebrates first anniversary!
Last April, the Michigan 4-H community celebrated a milestone decades in the making: 
the launch of the Michigan 4-H license plate. One year later, Michigan 4-H continues to 
celebrate the plate’s existence and the potential it holds for the program. Available 
through the Michigan Secretary of State, a portion of each 4-H license plate sold and 
renewed benefits Michigan 4-H Youth Development.

“The Michigan 4-H license plate has been a dream of our 4-H professionals and families 
for several decades,” explained Quentin Tyler, director of MSU Extension. “So, when the 
plate was launched one year ago, it was a wish come true. But more than being a vision 
brought to life, the plate is an incredible asset – raising visibility of the 4-H clover while 
generating additional dollars to support our 4-H program and its emerging needs.”  

Like other special cause fundraising license plates in the state, the Michigan 4-H license plate costs $35, with $25 of the 
purchase fee benefiting Michigan 4-H Youth Development. A $10 fee is also be charged to benefit Michigan 4-H when the 
plate is renewed. License plates may be ordered by visiting Michigan.gov/sos, by mailing in a form or scheduling a visit to any 
Secretary of State office. The plate will be delivered by mail in two to three weeks. Supporters do not need to wait until their 
plate renewal period to order the 4-H plate.

To learn more, visit extension.msu.edu/4-HPlate.

Michigan 4-H Foundation opens 2026-27 grant cycle
The Michigan 4-H Foundation has announced grant opportunities of up to $2,000 to 
support local 4-H clubs and county programs for the 2026-2027 program year. 4-H 
volunteer leaders, members and staff are encouraged to apply for these competitive 
funds. All grant applications are due June 1, 2026.

“Local 4-H programs are at the heart of our 4-H programs,” says Abbey Miller, director 
of the Michigan 4-H Foundation. “These mini-grants help 4-H youth, volunteers and 
staff create hands-on learning experiences that spark curiosity, build confidence and 
strengthen communities. We’re grateful to support the innovative work happening 
across Michigan.”
Opportunities include:  
• Michigan 4-H Legacy Grants of $1,000. These grants are awarded to support development of a new program or initiative 

or to strengthen, enhance or expand a current  program that is making a difference.
• 4-H On-Target Grants of $500. These grants support 4-H shooting sports programs to enhance existing programs, 

develop a new program or offer a special experience related to 4-H shooting sports.
• The Collins 4-H Youth Horticulture Grant of $600. This grant is available only to 4-H youth clubs and supports 

advancement of club work in plant science and horticulture activities. 
• 4-H Educational Garden Grants of $1,000. These grants support the creation of local 4-H educational gardens in 

Michigan.
• The M. Louise Palczewski Therapeutic Horseback Riding Grant of $2,000. This grant opportunity is to support the 

creation and/or operation of new or existing 4-H Proud Equestrian Programs (PEP) located in Michigan.

Learn more or apply online at http://mi4hfdtn.org/grants. Questions? Contact the Michigan 4-H Foundation at 517-353-6692.
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COUNTY 4-H NEWS
Congratulation to the incredible Class of 2026! On behalf of 

Charlevoix County 4-H, we are so proud of each and every one 
of you.  Your hard work, dedication, and growth over the years 

have not gone unnoticed. From learning new skills to giving back 
to your community, you’ve truly embodied what 4-H is all about. 
As you step into this next chapter, carry with you the confidence, 
leadership, and resilience you’ve built along the way.  We can't 
wait to see all the amazing things you'll all accomplish.  Wishing 

you the very best of luck – your future is BRIGHT!

Charlevoix County 4-H Critter Club
Boyne city high school

Maverick’s 4-H Club
Charlevoix high school

Maverick’s 4-H Club
Alpena high school

maverick’s 4-h club
east jordan high school

Jordan valley all breed horse craft 
critter 4-H Club

Boyne falls high school



COUNTY 4-H NEWS
Club Spotlight!  Charlevoix County Creature Clan
Charlevoix County Creature Clan 4-H club members recently took part in an 
inspiring and impactful hands-on training focused on life-saving skills, led by 
Ben Mathers and Amanda Mathers of Boyne City EMS. This engaging session 
provided participants with the opportunity to learn and practice essential 
emergency response techniques, including CPR, the Heimlich maneuver, and 
how to effectively stop bleeding.

From the very start, members were fully involved—practicing skills, asking 
questions, and gaining a deeper understanding of how to respond in real-life 
emergency situations. The hands-on nature of the training helped build not only 
knowledge, but also confidence. Rather than simply hearing about these 
techniques, participants were able to apply them in a supportive environment, 
reinforcing their ability to act quickly and effectively when it matters most.

We are especially proud of the members who went on to earn their CPR 
certification during the training. This accomplishment represents more than just 
learning a skill—it reflects a commitment to helping others and being prepared 
to step up in critical moments. These young individuals have taken an important 
step toward becoming leaders and role models within our community.

Beyond the technical skills, this experience delivered an even greater message: 
that anyone, regardless of age, can make a difference. Emergencies can 
happen anywhere, at any time, and having the courage and knowledge to 
respond can truly save lives. The confidence built during this session empowers 
our members to not only care for themselves, but also to look out for those 
around them.

We extend our heartfelt thanks to Ben and Amanda Mathers for their 
dedication, generosity, and passion for teaching. By sharing their time and 
expertise, they are making a lasting impact on our youth—helping to shape a 
generation that is capable, compassionate, and ready to serve their community 
in meaningful ways.

As a special highlight of the day, members were also given the exciting 
opportunity to explore an ambulance and fire truck up close. This behind-the-
scenes experience added an extra layer of engagement and allowed 
participants to connect their new skills with real-world emergency response 
settings.

This training was more than just a class—it was an investment in our youth and 
in the safety and strength of our community. We are incredibly grateful for 
opportunities like this that inspire growth, build confidence, and empower our 
members to make a difference.



COUNTY 4-H NEWS
Boyne Area 4-H Soccer – Fall Season 2026

 Please consider becoming a Charlevoix County 4-H Volunteer with our 
Boyne Area 4-H Soccer Program! Fall soccer won’t happen without YOU 

 Sept. 8 - October 15, 2026 (Tuesday's & Thursday's at 6:00pm at 
Rotary Park in Boyne City)

Boyne Area 4-H Soccer is gearing up for our Fall 2026 season, and we’re 
in need of some amazing volunteers to make it all possible! Right now, 
we’re looking for:

• Field Managers (help paint field lines)

• Program Managers (help organize teams & practices/games)

• Coaches (help youth learn soccer skills)

This program means so much to our kids and community—but we can’t do 
it without enough helping hands. If you’ve ever thought about getting 
involved, this is your sign!

 Please apply to be a GOLD volunteer here: 
https://msu.samaritan.com/custom/502/volunteer_home

Whether you have a little time or a lot, it truly makes a difference. Let’s 
make sure our kids get the season they’re excited for! 

Make the Most of Your Market Animal Project Webinar Series
Ready to take your market animal project to the next level? Join Michigan State 
University Extension and Michigan 4-H for the FREE webinar series (online and 
interactive) aimed for youth 8-19 years old:
Whether you're raising a steer, hog, or lamb, this series will help you shine in the 
auction ring with skills in:
Marketing & Promotion
Communication & Buyer Engagement
Financial Planning & Record-Keeping
Goal Setting & Break-Even Analysis

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/market-animal-project-webinars-all

Register here: https://pears.io/events/msuext/4293/
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COUNTY 4-H NEWS
Playing Safely in the Waters ~ Is it safe to play in the water today?

Swimming Safety Checklist
Before you go: did you check on beach conditions? These are often available through city or county websites or social media pages, 
or from local weather stations.

Are there any signs, red flags, or warnings about waves, currents, E. coli, or algal blooms? You should still be able to play safely 
on the beach!

Are there motorboats or jet skis in the area? Watch for signs or buoys that mark boating channels and stay in designated swimming 
areas.

Is someone staying on shore to watch the swimmers? If not, does everyone have a designated buddy and a commitment to frequently 
checking in?

Do you see any foam on the water or along the shore? Some foam occurs naturally when wind and waves whip up organic 
compounds in the water. Foam can also contain PFAS, a potentially harmful chemical, or different types of bacteria. Stay on the safe side: 
avoid touching foam. If you do, rinse off in clean water. Learn more about PFAS foam on lakes and streams.

Are there signs posted about swimmer’s itch? Are you sharing the water with ducks and geese? Swimmer’s itch is an itchy skin 
rash caused by tiny parasites in some lakes and ponds. The parasites are harmless to humans but cause allergic skin reactions. To 
reduce the chance of itchiness, vigorously rub your towel over your body, especially your legs, right after coming out of the water. Will 
swimmers have access to a hose or shower to rinse off?

Information provided by Sea Grant Michigan: https://www.michiganseagrant.org/topics/coastal-hazards-and-safety/playing-safely-in-the-
water/ 

From swimming to paddling, fishing to boating, Michigan is brimming with fun opportunities to play in the water. 
Before your next adventure, make sure you’re empowered with the knowledge and gear to keep everyone 
safe.
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 Youth Business Guide to Success: Grow Your 4-H Project This Spring! 

Spring is the perfect time for fresh starts and big ideas!  Ready to 
take your 4-H market animal project to the next level?
The Youth Business Guide to Success helps young entrepreneurs build 
real-world skills — from marketing and advertising to goal setting and 
budgeting. It’s packed with engaging activities and practical tools to help 
youth make smart decisions and grow their confidence along the way.

 Sow the seeds for success this season!
 Learn how to turn your project into a thriving business
 Build skills that will last far beyond the fair

Let’s make this your most successful (and rewarding!) project yet — 
because great ideas bloom in the spring! 
Order today: https://spartanspiritshop.msu.edu/products/bulletin-
4h1694

Michigan Youth Livestock Judging Camp

Are you registered for Michigan Youth Livestock 
Judging Camp yet? If not, there's no better time than 
now - we have a limited number of spots available!
This camp is for teens who are looking to sharpen 
their livestock judging skills and will be a great 
practice opportunity prior to the State Contest! It is 
open to youth ages 12-19 (as of January 1) and will 
be held June 16-17 on the campus of Michigan 
State University.
Full details and a link to register can be found here: 
https://www.canr.msu.edu/.../michigan-youth-
livestock...
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 Ready to Turn Your Business Idea into Reality?

 Ready to Turn Your Business Idea into Reality?
Starting a small business can feel overwhelming—but you 
don’t have to do it alone! Join our Savvy Tips for Starting a 
Small Business class and gain the financial tools and 
confidence you need to take that first step.

 In this session, you’ll learn how to:
• Build a strong financial foundation
• Plan for startup costs
• Make smart money decisions from day one
Whether you have a business idea or are just exploring your 
options, this class is for you!

 Register today: www.mimoneyhealth.org

TSC Paper Clover 

Go visit the TSC store in Boyne City to help 
out Charlevoix County 4-H  

Since 2010, Tractor Supply has partnered with 4-H to 
prepare youth to be ready for work and life. The success 
of the Paper Clover campaign has raised more than $24 
million to impact local youth with the technical skills and 
life skills that prepare them for whatever comes their way. 
90 percent of donations directly support 4-H youth in the 
state where the funds were raised, and the remaining 10 
percent supports the overall mission and growth of 4-H 
nationally.
The 2026 Paper Clover campaign begins April 17 and 
runs through May 3.
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